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CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Kathy Morrell.

M5. MORRELL: Ladies and gentlenen, |I'm
here today to tell you what | have witnessed in ny
community as a result of the Massachusetts Lottery, in
Chel sea. Hopefully in your tour yesterday you went to
both poor and affluent neighborhoods where Ilottery
sal es | ocations exist.

I f you did visit Chelsea, for exanple, did
you notice the nunerous scratch tickets littering the
ground? O perhaps you wondered, was it truly
necessary to have sales |l ocations in Bellingham square,
at a local drug store, a fruit stand, variety store,
[ iquor store, |aundromat, supermarket and two bl ocks
away at a pawn shop? D d you question the Lottery's
rationale for giving licenses to so many locations in
such a small radius?

| nyself wonder why the poorest communities
in the state have the nobst I|icensed Lottery sales
agents or why sone |locations seem to be set up like
mni casinos, wth Keno, scratch tickets and the
numer ous so-call ed, special ganes.

Then our legislature wants to bring casinos
to our state, or at |east put slot machines at Suffolk

Downs, Wonderl| and or Raynham or perhaps run a ganbling
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boat on the Charles River. Wat harmdoes this do, you
m ght query? You are pronoting ganbling to our
children like the tobacco and |iquor did before ads
were banned on TV and warnings were put on cigarette
packs. Pl ease issue warnings on tickets and vouchers
at the track and all over casinos that ganbling could
be dangerous to your health.

The insurance industry wll not pay for
treatment of conpul sive ganblers, rather they hide the
issue by using an |ICD code for depression, suicidal
ideation or a simlar nental health term A greater
nunmber of wonen do not seek treatnent because they do
not have health insurance. If you are pronoting an
addi ctive conpul sive behavior anmong our children and
adults, do you not have a noral responsibility to fund
treatnent prograns for those who have had their |ives
ruined by conpul sive ganbling? | believe, l|adies and
gent| enen, that you do.

Note the increase in bankruptcies in our
area, the crinmes of enbezzlenent, fraud and theft,
whi ch affects not just Fortune 500 conpanies but state
and federal governnent as well. Are you so naive to
think that anong your co-workers no one has a

conpul sive ganbling problen? Have you never seen Super
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Bow pools, March Madness tickets and all the rest of
that stuff? Look closely at absenteeism on the job
anong your colleagues, divorce statistics, increased
donestic violence, calls to the police, financial
probl ens and | ost j obs.

The inpact is no different wth casinos, |
suggest you research the ATM transactions at the
casi nos, check witing policies that are in force and
then go there at 3:00 a.m and watch the people that
are still there. G to the Massachusetts Council on
Compul sive Ganbling and get their statistics, better
yet, contact all the councils on conpul sive ganbling
t hroughout our great nation and di scover what an i npact
ganbl ing has on our country.

You need to educate the public and fund
treatnent prograns that have the sane nodality of
treatment throughout the country. | believe this
Comm ssion has a noral responsibility to report the
truth and in doing so, curb the expanded growth of
ganbling establishnents. [|f you do not, generations of
young people will believe that the spin of the wheel
the toss of the dice, the quick pick or a bet at the

track can fulfill their dreans.
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Thank you for this opportunity to speak and
| look forward to the National Ganbling Inpact Study
Comm ssion's report and your findings.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Thank you, you got it

all in didn't you?



